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Synopsis

TheA A Eerdmans Dictionary of the BibleA A gathers nearly 5,000 alphabetically ordered articles
that thoroughly yet clearly explain all the books, persons, places, and significant terms found in the
Bible. TheA A DictionaryA A also explores the background of each biblical book and related
writings and discusses cultural, natural, geographical, and literary phenomena--matters that Bible
students at all levels may encounter in reading or discussion. Nearly 600 first-rate Bible authorities
have contributed to theA A Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Intended as a tool for practical Bible
use, this illustrated dictionary reflects recent archaeological discoveries and the breadth of current
biblical scholarship, including insights from critical analysis of literary, historical, sociological, and
other methodological issues. The editorial team has also incorporated articles that explore and
interpret important focuses of biblical theology, text and transmission, Near Eastern archaeology,
extrabiblical writings, and pertinent ecclesiastical traditions--all of which help make

theA A Eerdmans Dictionary of the BibleA A the most comprehensive and up-to-date one-volume
Bible dictionary on the market today. Features of theA A Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible:

A A Nearly 5,000 entries explain every book, person, place, significant event, and distinctive term or
expression found in the BibleWritten by nearly 600 respected authorities in the field of biblical
scholarshipincludes 112 informative charts and photos and a 12-page section of color
mapsSupplementary aids include lists of abbreviations, pronunciation guide, transliteration key, and
concise bibliographies to guide further researchEntries cover the Deuterocanonicals as well as the
Hebrew and New Testament scripturesBased on the New Revised Standard version of the Bible,

with attention given to alternate readings in other major translations
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Customer Reviews

A useful companion for scholars, students, and anyone seeking to learn more about the Bible,
Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible presents a comprehensive critical approach to reading and
studying that is detailed and easy to use. Replete with 134 illustrations, 16 color maps, and nearly
5,000 alphabetically ordered articles compiled from 600 sources, this reference offers an excellent
core of up-to-date knowledge. The density of each entry is impressive; explanations of historical
questions, canonical criticism, and cultural settings are rich and informative. The length of each
entry is proportional to the subject. For example, the entry for Dead Sea Scrolls comprises four
small-print pages and explores matters such as the discovery, physical description, biblical context,
and relation to Judaism, while the definition for Consecrate is nicely contained within one sentence.
While most Bible concordances exhaust definitions and descriptions, this single-volume dictionary is
intended as a practical "rapid-response reference work" for reading and studying the Bible.
Nevertheless, it supplies ample information regarding books (including Apocryphal), persons,
places, events, and definitions in a succinct manner. The text is based on the New Revised
Standard Bible except where otherwise noted, and bibliographical sources are peppered

throughout. --Jacque Holthusen

With this new dictionary (EDB), Freedman (Hebrew biblical studies, Univ. of California, San Diego)
repeats the success of his Anchor Bible Dictionary (ABD) on a smaller scale. Like the ABD, this
one-volume dictionary includes contributions from an international, interconfessional team of nearly
600 established and up-and-coming scholars. Around 5000 articles treat the books of the Bible
(including the Apocrypha, or Deuterocanonicals) and the persons, places, and many of the
significant terms found in them. There are also entries for related subjects, such as noncanonical
writings and terms one will encounter in the secondary literature (for example, "Elohist" and
"Hebrew, Biblical"). In fact, though it is less detailed, this work covers much the same ground as the
ABD. It far surpasses such comparable works as The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (LJ 2/15/97)
and New Bible Dictionary (InterVarsity, 1996. 3d ed.) in the number of contributors and of articles,
and it ranges more broadly across the theological spectrum. Up-to-date, comprehensive, and well
written, the EDB is highly recommended. However, because Freedman only partially achieves his

goal of providing "balanced discussions reflecting different viewpoints," it should join the



aforementioned dictionaries rather than supplant them.ACraig W. Beard, Univ. of Alabama Lib.,

Birmingham Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Over the years, | have learned to trust Eerdman’s to print quality reference works for Biblical and
Historical Studies. | found this dictionary to be no different. As many Biblical Dictionaries out there
(and | own several) | think this one is the best. There are numerous articles relating not only to the
people and places of the Bible but also to the historical and cultural settings of Biblical times. The
articles are clear and concise,, and represent the opinions of numerous scholars from different fields
of studies. In spite of the number of contributors, the editors have done an excellent job of insuring
that the articles are consistantly good and read seamlessly, ie. as if they were all written by the
same author. | find it to be a wonderful resource, and use it almost exclusively, so if you would like
another Bible Dictionary, | would recommend that you look on eBay for | suspect | will sell mine
before long (sorry , but you do not pay sellers enough!) Otherwise | would recommend that you by

this one.

This is a really comprehensive and fairly detailed dictionary that pales the one | purchased earlier.
Includes photographs and color maps. It includes terms used today that are not in the Bible as well
as topics currently being discussed. The editors have worked to avoid bias and allow the
contributors to write what they knew best without placing restraints on their work. Contributors were
chosen for their knowledge of subject matter. | totally enjoy this book! | have been using it as | read

other books for reference and additional material.

| love this book! It is a very thorough reference book. It has been very helpful in my bible study

class. | strongly recommend this book to anyone who is taking a bible study class.

This book is an essential resource for the serious Bible student as well as for the casual reader. |
purchased this book as well as the Commentary on the Bible by the same author, after countless
times of looking up words found in the Bible, but not in the dictionary! This book is comprehensive
and clear as to the meaning of words and phrases, descriptions of people, places, events, including
explanations of concepts and words NOT found in the Bible, such as "Trinity." It also contains
photographs, maps, practices and customs, and so much more. This book is a must-have and

should be part of eveyone’s Bible library.



Book as described. Thanks!

Great Dictionary. This is the best one-volume reference work in my library.

Eerdmans Dictionary of the BibleThe "Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible" by David Noel Freedman,
in my experience, is an excellent resource for Bible scholars. | have been a Judeo-Christian Bible
scholar for 40 years and can appreciate the scope and research that this dictionary represents.
Although a scholarly reference book, it is non-the-less easy to read and is not pretentious in any

way. | find it invaluable in my studies and research.

Love it! Great reference book. Met all of my expectations.
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